






 

 

 

July 20, 2017 

 

Mr. Armando Quintero, Chairman 

California Water Commission 

P O Box 942836 

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

 

Dear Mr. Armando, 

 

 On behalf of the African-American Farmers of California, we are pleased to offer our support for 

the Temperance Flat Dam and Reservoir project application in its search for funding from Proposition 1. 

 Temperance Flat will provide multiple benefits for not only the San Joaquin Valley, but will also 

provide flood protection, San Joaquin River environmental enhancement water, increase regional water 

management and water supply flexibility. In addition, surface water availability and reliability south of 

the Delta is key to helping solve multiple underground water issues.  

 It is with sincere hope that you will give positive consideration for this immensely needed 

project, Temperance Flat Dam and Reservoir. 

Sincerely, 

 

Will Scott, Jr.  President 
African-American Farmers of California 
3171 W Kearney Blvd. 
Fresno, CA 93706 
Office 559-442-1893 
Mobile 559-970-8020 
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August	  1,	  2017	  
	  
Armando Quintero  
Chair, California Water Commission 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236-0001 
	  
RE:	  Proposition	  1	  Water	  Storage	  Investment	  Project	  Funds	  
	  
Dear	  Chairman	  Quintero:	  	  
	  
The	  California	  Water	  Commission	  has	  an	  opportunity	  with	  Proposition	  1	  Water	  Storage	  Investment	  
Project	  (WSIP)	  funds	  to	  upgrade	  our	  state’s	  aging	  water	  infrastructure	  system	  while	  also	  helping	  
put	  Californians	  to	  work.	  
	  
The	  California	  Alliance	  for	  Jobs	  writes	  today	  in	  support	  of	  the	  Temperance	  Flat	  Project’s	  application	  
for	  funding	  through	  WSIP.	  This	  potential	  reservoir	  project	  has	  the	  ability	  to	  provide	  multiple	  levels	  
of	  benefits	  to	  California	  communities	  –	  rural	  and	  urban	  –	  as	  well	  as	  benefits	  to	  the	  environment	  
around	  it.	  As	  a	  Central	  Valley	  reservoir	  site,	  Temperance	  Flat	  would	  be	  able	  to	  provide	  California’s	  
current	  water	  systems	  with	  additional	  water	  security,	  storage	  capacity,	  and	  delivery	  flexibility.	  	  
	  
The	  Temperance	  Flat	  Project	  would	  add	  over	  one	  million	  acre-‐‑feet	  of	  water	  through	  an	  expansion	  
of	  Millerton	  Lake.	  This	  capacity	  would	  allow	  the	  project	  to:	  provide	  reliable	  water	  supplies	  to	  
current	  and	  future	  California	  cities	  and	  industries,	  dedicate	  water	  for	  environmental	  flows	  and	  
farming,	  and	  improve	  the	  economy	  of	  currently	  disadvantaged	  communities	  in	  California’s	  Central	  
Valley.	  	  
	  
Investing	  in	  the	  Temperance	  Flat	  Project	  also	  puts	  people	  to	  work.	  Thousands	  of	  family-‐‑supporting	  
jobs	  are	  produced	  with	  every	  billion	  dollars	  invested	  in	  water	  infrastructure.	  Funding	  for	  this	  
project	  would	  provide	  decades	  worth	  of	  well-‐‑paying,	  middle	  class	  jobs	  for	  all	  Californians.	  	  	  
	  
California’s	  recent	  five-‐‑year	  drought	  and	  wet	  winter	  of	  2017	  showed	  the	  importance	  of	  smart	  and	  
flexible	  water	  infrastructure	  to	  allow	  for	  storage	  during	  wet	  years	  and	  convey	  water	  during	  the	  dry	  
ones.	  The	  Temperance	  Flat	  Project	  is	  necessary	  for	  California’s	  continued	  economic	  growth	  and	  
environmental	  sustainability.	  
	  
Respectfully	  yours,	  	  
	  

	  
Michael	  P.	  Quigley	  
Executive	  Director	  
California	  Alliance	  for	  Jobs	  
	  

1415	  L	  Street,	  Suite	  1080	  
Sacramento,	  CA	  95814	  

Office:	   (916)	  446-‐‑2259	  
Fax:	   (916)	  446-‐‑2253	  

www.rebuildca.org	  
	   Sacramento,	  CA	  95814	  
	   Office:	   (916)	  446-‐‑2259	  Advocate	  for	  the	  Heavy	  Construction	  Industry	  
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July 31, 2017 

 

 

Mr. Armando Quintero  

Chairman 

California Water Commission 

P.O. Box 942836 

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

 

Re: Support for Temperance Flat Reservoir  

 

Dear Chairman Quintero: 

 

The California Building Industry Association (CBIA) is a statewide trade association that 

proudly represents 3,000 members, ranging from homebuilders and trade contractors to 

suppliers and industry professionals. CBIA member-companies are responsible for over 

90% of the privately financed and privately constructed new homes built in California 

each year.  As such, we take great interest in the Water Commission’s Water Storage 

Investment Program (WSIP) and its process for allocating Proposition 1 funds for 

projects to improve the statewide water system. CBIA has historically been a strong 

supporter of efforts to increase water supply – our organization was a key stakeholder in 

the water bond negotiations in 2009 through the successful Proposition 1 bond on the 

ballot.   

 

Given our longstanding interest in California’s water system, we wish to express our 

support for the Temperance Flat Dam and Reservior Project given its ability to provide 

essential water storage for the state of California. As one of the projects identified in the 

2000 CALFED Record of Decision, the project would provide up to 1.26 million acre-feet 

of vital water storage, thereby improving water supply and the flexibility needed to 

manage California’s precious water resources. 

 

An increase in water supply is particularly important given the state’s current and 

projected housing crisis. Housing supply is not keeping up with demand nor has it in 

several decades. The current backlog of housing is estimated at two million homes 

needed.  Additionally, to keep pace with growth, the state needs at least 180,000 new 

units per year through 2025.  With low supply and skyrocketing costs, it is not surprising 

that California’s overall homeownership rate is at its lowest level since the 1940’s. The 

State ranks 49 out of the 50 states in homeownership rates as well as in the supply of 

housing units per capita. 

 

One critical component for addressing California’s housing needs is there must be an 

adequate and reliable source of water.  While today’s homebuilders employ the newest 

and most effective water efficiency technology, new housing projects cannot be 

approved and built without identifying water supply.  Temperance Flat would help 

provide that reliability so that our members can move forward on much needed housing 

projects throughout the state.  
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We strongly support this project, as it would help ensure that California has the ability to 

sustain its growing water needs by enhancing deplenished water resources and providing the 

necessary flexibility in the system to manage those resources.   

 

We look forward to working with the California Water Commission and the San Joaquin Valley 

Water Infrastructure Authority to advance this important project.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Erin Guerrero 

Vice President of Legislative Affairs 
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July 12, 2017 
 
Armando Quintero  
Chairman  
California Water Commission 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
 
Dear Chairman Quintero,  
 
On behalf of more than 48,000 farm families and individual members, the California Farm 
Bureau Federation is pleased to offer our support for the San Joaquin Valley Infrastructure 
Authority’s Temperance Flat Project. 
 
Farm Bureau’s purposes are, among others, to work for the solution of the problems of the farm, 
the farm home and the rural community throughout California and to protect and advance the 
social, economic and educational interests of California farmers. Farm Bureau strives to protect 
and improve the ability of farmers and ranchers engaged in production agriculture to provide 
safe, reliable, and healthful food and farm products through responsible stewardship of 
California’s diverse natural resource base.  
 
With periods of diminished Sierra snowpack, punctuated by above normal snow and rainfall like 
we experienced this year, ever-increasing environmental policy demands such as increased flow 
requirements for native fish as well as water for wetlands, and a growing population, California 
will continue to face intense water challenges. Now more than ever, California’s water system 
needs a more flexible, environmentally friendly and sustainable solution for diverting and storing 
water during periods of excess flows for human and environmental uses during dry periods. 
 
The Temperance Flat Project would add up to 1,260,000 acre-feet of storage to Millerton Lake 
and produce hundreds of thousands of acre-feet in critical supplies, depending on the final 
operations plan, to California’s water system. With the ability to integrate with the state’s water 
system, Temperance Flat is strategically located and provides an innovative approach that will 
help to capture, store and move water where and when it is needed most. The project would 
provide significant new water for instream flows, recreation, groundwater recharge and assist 
with the long-term success of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. 
 
Providing a substantial supply of high-quality water to support farms, the economy and the 
environment, the Temperance Flat Project meets the objectives of the California Water Action 
Plan, making California’s water system more efficient, flexible and reliable.  
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Temperance Flat works for the ecosystem, and for families, farms, and businesses across the 
state. We encourage the California Water Commission to invest in the public benefits that the 
Temperance Flat Project would provide.  
 
We look forward to working with the California Water Commission and the San Joaquin Valley 
Water Infrastructure Authority to advance this important project.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 Danny Merkley     
Director of Water Resources 
 
 
Cc: Mario Santoyo, Executive Director, San Joaquin Valley Water Infrastructure Authority 
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July 10, 2017 

 

Mr. Joe Yun, Executive Director 

California Water Commission 

P.O. Box 942836  

Sacramento, California 94236-0001 

 

 

Dear Mr. Yun: 

 

On behalf of the California Fresh Fruit Association I write to express support for the Temperance Flat Project and 

the application prepared by the San Joaquin Valley Joint Powers Authority (SJVWIA).  The California Fresh Fruit 

Association is a non-profit, agricultural trade association representing permanent crops (fruits) grown throughout the 

state.  Many of our family farming operations suffered through the most recent drought period, in some cases solely 

relying upon groundwater supplies which exacerbated overdraft and led to problems with subsidence, reduced 

aquifer space, groundwater quality, and reduced productivity.  We believe Temperance Flat is critically needed. 

 

As you know, Temperance Flat Reservoir would be located on the San Joaquin River in the foothills northeast of 

Fresno, creating an additional 1.26 million acre-feet of water storage. That would add up to 1.78 million acre feet or 

be 3.4 times the existing capacity in Millerton Lake behind Friant Dam.  Five record years of drought nearly emptied 

most of our region’s reservoirs — until massive rain and snowstorms began pounding the Sierra Nevada this past 

winter with one of Central California’s wettest water years ever experienced. Massive flood releases were required. 

There simply was not enough storage space available in Millerton Lake and other reservoirs to capture runoff to put 

towards beneficial use, including irrigation and recharge uses. 

We believe the strain on surface water supplies will only continue, as evidenced by mandates onto exports south of 

the Delta that combined with Sustainable Groundwater Management Act further jeopardizes access to the surface 

water supplies needed to sustain farming activities and support dependent communities within the San Joaquin 

Valley. 

We support the effort on the part of the SJVWIA, which is strategically diverse in its representation of regional 

interests,  to advance the San Joaquin Valley’s desire to build Temperance Flat. To our knowledge, it has taken the 

lead on finalizing feasibility and operational studies and plans, as well as preparing an application for State Water 

Bond-Proposition 1 project funding that must be completed and filed by mid-August. We believe if funded, this 

project will help to restore aquifer health, provide needed irrigation supplies, help dependent communities, and 

contribute to environmental needs along the San Joaquin River and its affected watershed. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this critical matter.  To discuss further please feel free to contact me 

(gradanovich@cafreshfruit.com) or Christopher Valadez (cvaladez@cafreshfruit.com). 

 

Sincerely, 

 
George Radanovich 

President 

 
Cc: Mario Santoyo, Executive Director, SJVJPA 

Christopher Valadez, Director, Environmental & Regulatory Affairs, California Fresh Fruit Asso 

mailto:joseph.yun@water.ca.gov
mailto:CWC@water.ca.gov
mailto:gradanovich@cafreshfruit.com
mailto:cvaladez@cafreshfruit.com


























 

       P.O. Box 216    Klamath Falls, OR  97601 
Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture       (541)-892-6244  www.familyfarmalliance.org 

July 27, 2017 
 
 
Armando Quintero, Chair 
California Water Commission 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236-0001 
Email: CWC@water.ca.gov 
 
RE: Temperance Flat Project Letter of Support 
 
Dear Chair Quintero and Members of the Commission: 
 
On behalf of the Family Farm Alliance, I write to you today to convey our support for the 
Temperance Flat Dam and Reservoir application, submitted by the San Joaquin Valley Water 
Infrastructure Authority, for funding from Proposition 1, the Water Storage and Investment 
Program (WSIP).   
 
The Alliance is a grassroots organization of family farmers, ranchers, irrigation districts and 
allied industries in 16 Western states.  Our membership is strong in California, where many 
farmers and ranchers rely upon water supplies provided by the water storage projects built by 
federal, state and local water visionaries of the past century. The Alliance is focused on one 
mission:  To ensure the availability of reliable, affordable irrigation water supplies to Western 
farmers and ranchers.   
 
The recent drought has ramped up much-needed public interest that will allow Western water 
providers to better manage and prepare for future dry times. Earlier this year, the heaviest rain in 
a decade overwhelmed parts of the West Coast, underscoring the critical importance of having 
modernized and enhanced water storage infrastructure in place to optimize water resources 
management for the future.  
 
Western farmers and ranchers rely on the traditional water and power infrastructure built over the 
last century to deliver irrigation water supplies vital to their farming operations. For farmers to 
survive, and for food to continue to be safely and affordably produced here in America, a stable 
water supply must be available. If we don’t find a way to restore water supply reliability for 
Western irrigated agriculture through a combination of new water supply and management 

mailto:CWC@water.ca.gov


infrastructure, other water supply enhancement efforts and demand management – our country’s 
ability to feed and clothe itself and the world will be jeopardized.   
 
The proposed Temperance Flat project would create a new reservoir in the upper San Joaquin 
River watershed to improve operational flexibility, water supply and reliability for the San 
Joaquin Valley’s water users. Temperance Flat Reservoir, which would have a capacity of 1.3 
million acre-feet (2.5 times that of existing Millerton Lake), is proposed on a site several miles 
upstream from Friant Dam that was the originally proposed location for a Millerton-area 
reservoir in 1930.  

Temperance Flat would be connected to both the Delta and the extensive regional plumbing 
south of the Delta. The project could provide a secure place to store supplies for dry years, 
improve the capture of high flows for groundwater infiltration in wet years, and provide 
additional controllable supply that could improve water supply reliability or support ecosystems.  

Greatly reduced Central Valley Project water deliveries because of Delta environmental 
restrictions have been the rule for nearly a decade, with severe economic and social impacts 
caused by diminished water supplies for agriculture, cities and disadvantages rural communities, 
business and industry. Over the past year, a growing number of other water agencies have 
worked tirelessly to support Temperance Flat and to encourage planning and development of 
other new valley water infrastructure. The Temperance Flat effort is being led by a partnership 
that includes five Valley counties, the Friant Water Authority, San Joaquin River Exchange 
Contractors Water Authority and the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority.  Temperance 
Flat is clearly a San Joaquin Valley project that could have statewide benefits.  
 
Thank you for your work in protecting California’s water, and we look forward to your 
announcement of funding awards. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Dan Keppen, P.E. 
Executive Director 
 

cc:  
Jason Peltier  
Jason Phillips 
Mario Santoyo 
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August 9, 2017 

 

Armando Quintero, Chair 
California Water Commission 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236-0001 
Email: CWC@water.ca.gov 
 
RE: Temperance Flat Reservoir Letter of Support 
 
Dear Chair Quintero and Members of the Commission, 
 
On behalf of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority, I am writing to convey our support 
for the San Joaquin Valley Water Infrastructure Authority’s application for Proposition 1, Water 
Storage and Investment Program (WSIP) funding for the Temperance Flat Reservoir Project.  The 
Authority serves 29 water purveyors south of the Delta, all of whom receive some portion of 
their water supply from the federal Central Valley Project.  This water is put to great use 
irrigating five of the nation’s top ten agricultural producing counties, conserving the nation’s 
second largest contiguous wetlands, and sustaining millions of people residing in a wide range 
of communities, from small, rural and disadvantaged to the nation’s technology capital, the 
Silicon Valley. 
 
Over the past quarter century, the reliability and supply of CVP water delivered to our region 
has been disproportionately impacted by a myriad of state and federal regulations.  To cope, 
our communities, water districts, and individual farmers have invested billions of dollars in 
regional water projects to expand and improve the capture, conveyance, conservation, and 
efficient use of our local water supplies.  However, more can be done.  The San Luis & Delta-
Mendota Water Authority is an investor in the Temperance Flat Reservoir Project, providing 
both financial and in-kind support because the Project can provide a multitude of benefits, not 
just to California’s agriculture and the communities we serve, but also broad public benefits 
including water for enhanced wetland and fisheries management, water quality, flood 
protection, groundwater and subsidence management, drought and emergency preparedness, 
improved state and federal operational flexibility, and recreational enhancement. 
 
California’s water managers are implementing comprehensive strategies to address our 21st 
century water supply challenges and surface storage projects are a vital part of our future 
success.  The Temperance Flat Reservoir Project leverages existing infrastructure to optimize its 
potential to enhance today’s water management capability and help meet tomorrow’s 
increasing demand.  We appreciate your consideration and enthusiastically encourage your 
support for this important project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jason Peltier 
Executive Director 
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July 17, 2017  

 

Mr. Joe Yun, Executive Director  

and Commissioners 

California Water Commission 
P.O. Box 942836  
Sacramento, California 94236-0001 

 
E-mail:  joseph.yun@water.ca.gov and cwc@water.ca.gov  

 

Dear Mr. Yun, and California Water Commissioners 

 

On behalf of the Tulare County Farm Bureau and its 2,000 farm and ranch families we represent, we support the 

San Joaquin Valley Infrastructure Authority in their pursuit of funding to build expanded surface water storage 

at Temperance Flat.   

 

California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, has just 

suffered from a multi-year drought, which has been made worse by federal and state over-reach and draconian 

regulations. As a result, billions of gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to 

protect fish species.  Today, citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less water than they 

previously contracted for and purchased.  The water system that established California as a beacon of ingenuity 

has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish and has had devastating consequences for farmers, as they now 

fallow thousands of acres of farmland. Cities in the Central Valley have run dry, relying solely on trucks to 

deliver potable water.    

 

Even now in a year of immense rain and plentiful snow pack available for downstream purposes, the state and 

federal red tape has limited the amount of water available to rural communities, farms, and municipalities that 

depend on these water supplies.  With the implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act on 

the horizon, and restrictions to be anticipated with groundwater pumping, it is even more critical that the San 

Joaquin Valley build storage and develop surface water supplies.  

 

For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. Building Temperance Flat 

would help to improve reliable water deliveries for our valley.  

 

The Valley’s economy depends on healthy rural communities that can provide safe and reliable water supplies 

to their residents. These residents fuel the economy in the Valley by contributing to the agricultural workforce 

and beyond.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

TULARE COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
Mission: to promote and enhance the viability of Tulare County agriculture. 

mailto:joseph.yun@water.ca.gov
mailto:cwc@water.ca.gov


 

 

 

 

Temperance Flat must be built to:  

 Help address the broad negative effects of California’s water supply crisis on the valley, which requires 

much improved surface water availability and reliability south of the Delta — as Temperance Flat’s 1.26 

million acre-feet of storage would provide — for use by valley farmers, residents and businesses. 

 Capture high flows as they are occurring in big water years with surface storage that will permit capacity 

for gradual conveyance and percolation without which implementing and meeting the Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act’s mandates will not be possible. 

 Greatly improve San Joaquin River flood protection and minimize flood release water losses to the 

ocean. 

 Tremendously increase overall regional water management and supply flexibility. 

 

Storage must be in the final resolution, new storage including the Temperance Flat site; enhanced storage 

including raising dams and expanding reservoirs where possible; and also building new conveyance and 

storage infrastructure statewide to capture rain and snow melts.  

 

In Tulare County, the agriculture industry directly supports 25% or more of the employment of our County’s 

residents, and a large percentage of our disadvantaged and minority residents are directly impacted when 

agriculture jobs are lost.  In-directly the agriculture industry’s multiplier effect adds approximately $3 

additional dollars for every $1 produced by agriculture, and the effect in our communities is immense when 

drought and water cut backs cripple our farms and ranches.  

 

Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California’s water supply issues and we are hopeful 

that Temperance Flat is one of the major projects built in the near-term to help California’s water supply.   

 

Thank you,  

 

 
ROGER EVERETT 

President 
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