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California Water Commission 
c/o Mr. Joe Yun, Executive Officer 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236 

October 12, 2017 

Dear Chairman Quintero and Commission Members: 

We are writing today in strong support of the San Joaquin Valley Water Infrastructure 
Authority's (SJVWIA) application for Proposition 1 funding through the Water Storage 
Investment Program for the proposed Upper San Joaquin River Basin Storage Project, commonly 
referred to as the Temperance Flat Reservoir Project. 

After years of catastrophic drought in California, this past winter, one of the wettest on 
record, demonstrates the need for additional surface water storage projects in our state. After 
years of seeing our state's reservoirs depleted, some to nearly dead pool, Mother Nature brought 
one of the wettest winters on record, filling these reservoirs to the point where flood control 
releases were necessary. The Temperance Flat Project would add approximately 1.3 million 
acre-feet of surface storage in California, enabling us to capture more water during wet seasons, 
like this past winter, and helping blunt the impact of inevitable future floods and droughts by 
being able to store and send this additional water to communities in the Central Valley and 
beyond when it is critically needed. 

As you may know, the Central Valley's eastside is currently served by Millerton Lake. 
During the height of the drought, eastern Central Valley communities not only received a couple 
of years of a zero percent water allocation as Millerton Lake dried up, but many had and 
continue to have little or no access to alternatives, such as groundwater, given the geology in the 
region. Alternatively, during wet winters, water has been released from Friant Dam for flood 
control purposes, such as this season when approximately 2.5 million acre-feet were lost to the 
ocean. 

Building Temperance Flat, which would be located above Millerton Lake, would help 
increase water supplies for the Central Valley and California. This project would mean we could 
capture more water during wet winters and store that water for use throughout the year or further 
into the future if drought conditions return to our state. This project would benefit the families, 
farmers, and communities by making more water available in the Central Valley region, 
including for recharging and sustaining groundwater supplies. 

Just like Aesop's fable of the ant and grasshopper, we must act now to build Temperance 
Flat so we are better prepared for what the future may bring. Accordingly we support the 
SJVWIA's application for Proposition 1 funding for the proposed Upper San Joaquin River 
Basin Storage Project, as these funds will help bring this critically important project to fruition 
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and improve water reliability and resiliency throughout our Golden State. Thank you for your 
time and attention on this important matter. 
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KEVIN McCARTHY TOM McCLINTOCK 
House Majority Leader Member of Congress 
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MIMI WALTERS 
Member of Congress 

DARRELL E. ISSA 
Member of Congress 
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DANA ROHRABACHER 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 


